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The Child Abuse Law In Iowa 
Child abuse is an uncomfortable topic and one 
which we would rather avoid than address. 
However, it is increasingly visible in the media 
and public concern over this social malady has 
risen sharply in recent years. These conditions 
coupled with the legal responsibility which has 
been placed on professional educators for moni-
toring and reporting suspected child abuse, re-
quire that parents and other members of the school 
community understand the legal obligations teach-
ers and other mandatory reporters bear. 
Each certified teacher in Iowa is required to 
have at least two hours of training every five years 
in the area of child abuse. One of the books which 
is often used for this training is Protectin2 Iowa's 
Children, A Trainin~ Manual for Mandatory 
Reporters of Child Abuse. Published at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, this booklet explains Iowa law 
and the responsibilities of teachers and others who 
work closely with Iowa children. The following 
paragraphs, which summarize many important 
points of the law, have been excerpted from this 
booklet: 
With the media attention thathas been focused 
in recent years on child abuse, one might have the 
idea that his social problem is a horror of modem 
times. In fact, violence, sexual abuse and neglect 
of children are not new phenomena. What is 
actually new, in the long view of history, is our 
concern with the legal right of children to be 
protected from abuse. 
Child abuse under Iowa law includes four 
categories: physical abuse, sexual abuse, prostitu-
tion and denial of critical care (neglect). 
The question of whether child abuse is more 
prevalent now than it was in earlier periods of 
history, is one that may never be answered. We are 
only beginning now to outline the extent of the 
modem problem. Accurate information about the 
past against which to compare our current esti-
mates may be forever out of reach. We are how-
ever, beginning to understand both the short and 
long-term damage to individual children and to 
society when children are not protected from abuse. 
Mandatory reporters have a critical role in the 
effort to provide that protection. 
Mandatory reporters include anyone who in 
the course of employment examines, attends, coun-
sels or treats a child. Included are physicians, den-
tists, psychologists, nurses, day care center work-
ers, counselors, teachers and the like. 
In Iowa any person who is a mandatory re-
porter who knowingly fails to report suspected 
child abuse (to the Department of Human Serv-
ices) is guilty of a simple misdemeanor, which can 
mean 30 days in jail and a $100 fine. But more 
seriously, the law states that any mandatory re-
porter who knowingly fails to report is liable for 
the damages caused by such a failure. 
I n  I o w a  a b o u t  3  o f  e v e r y  1 0 0  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
r e p o r t e d  a s  b e i n g  a b u s e d  e a c h  y e a r .  T w e n t y - e i g h t  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  
f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s .  
T h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  r a t e  o f  f o u n d e d  r e p o r t s  s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  m e a n i n g  t h a t  r e p o r t i n g  i s  a  
w a s t e  o f  t i m e .  E v e n  w h e n  r e p o r t s  a r e  u n d e t e r -
m i n e d  o r  u n f o u n d e d ,  t h e  c a r e t a k e r  i s  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  i t s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
a  m e s s a g e  i s  s e n t  t o  t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a r e .  
T h e  g o a l  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  l a w s  t o d a y  a r e  f i r s t  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  c h i l d .  T r e a t m e n t  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  e f -
f o r t s  a r e ,  o v e r a l l ,  m e a n t  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  e n d .  
B u t  a l t h o u g h  c h i l d  a b u s e  i s  a n  a s s a u l t  o n  a  c h i l d ' s  
w e l l - b e i n g ,  u s i n g  p e n a l t i e s  s u c h  a s  j a i l  o r  l o s s  o f  
c u s t o d y  i n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p a r e n t s  c a n  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  
t h a t  i n c r e a s e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e c r e a s e s ,  t h e  d a m a g e  
t o  t h e  c h i l d .  T h e  g o a l s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  p r e v e n -
t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m u s t  i n v o l v e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  f a m -
i l y  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  t h e  i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  s t r e s s ,  t h e f e e l -
i n g s  o f  s e l f - h a t r e d  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c y c l e  o f  
a b u s e .  
W e  t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  a  - i h r e a t  t o l ) I D ' e l i t S  o r t h e  f a m i l y .  R a t h e r  i t  - t s -
i n t e n d e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  c o n c e r n -
i n g  w h i c h  w e  a s  e d u c a t o r s  a r e  l e g a l l y  o b l i g a t e d  ' 1 '  
P T P  C a r n i v a l  R a f f l e  
A  p a c k e t  o f  t i c k e t s  f o r  t h e  P T P  r a f f l e  w i l l  b e  
s e n t  h o m e  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  ( G r a d e s  1 - 8 )  d u r i n g  
M a r c h .  T i c k e t s  a r e  2 5 ¢  e a c h .  T h e  r a f f l e  w i l l  b e  
h e l d  a t  t h e  P T P  C a r n i v a l  o n  A p r i l  5  f r o m  5 - 8 : 0 0  
p . m .  i n  N i e l s e n  F i e l d  H o u s e  f f  
C a n n e d  F o o d  D r i v e  
D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  o f  M a r c h  5 - 9 ,  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
U n i v e r s i t y  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  w i l l  b e  
s p o n s o r i n g  a  f o o d  d r i v e  t o  c o l l e c t  c a n n e d  g o o d s  
f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  n e e d y  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  E a c h  
c l a s s r o o m  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  b o x  f o r  c o l l e c t -
i n g  t h e  c a n n e d  f o o d  w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  b r i n g  t o  s c h o o l .  
W e  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  g i v e  w h a t  y o u  a r e  
a b l e  f o r  t h i s  w o r t h y  p r o j e c t ' 1 '  
C l a s s  L i s t  P o l i c y  
L a t e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  w e  w i l l  b e g i n  w o r k i n g  o n  
c l a s s  l i s t s  f o r  t h e  1 9 9 0 - 9 1  s c h o o l  y e a r .  T h e r e  a r e  
a  n u m b e r  o f  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o m -
p o s i t i o n  o f  e a c h  c l a s s  l i s t  a n d  w e  t a k e  p a i n s  t o  s e e  
t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  g r o u p e d  c a r e f u l l y  t o  m a x i m i z e  
l e a r n i n g  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  p a r e n t s  
h a v e  a  p r e f e r e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  w h o m  
t h e i r  c h i l d  i s  a s s i g n e d .  W h i l e  w e  d o  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  
p a r e n t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  w e  w i l l  
m a k e  n o  g u a r a n t e e  r e g a r d i n g  p l a c e m e n t ,  i f  y o u  d o  
w i s h  t o  m a k e  a  r e q u e s t ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  i n  
w r i t i n g  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  O f f i c e ; ,  
Y o u n g  W r i t e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  
O n  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  a  Y o u n g  W r i t e r s  C o n f e r -
e n c e  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r  o n  t h e  
C a m p u s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h e r n  I o w a .  T h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  i s  b e i n g  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  C e d a r  F a l l s  
C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l s ,  t h e  U N I  C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a -
t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  
A E A - 7 .  
O p e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  2 - 6 ,  t w e n t y  c h i l -
d r e n  f r o m  e a c h  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  a r e a  h a v e  
b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  d e -
s i g n e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  s t u d e n t  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g ,  
b u t  i t  i s  n o t  a  c o m p e t i t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s h a r e  a  
p i e c e  o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  a n d  a t t e n d  a c t i v i t y  s e s s i o n s  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  r e a d i n g / w r i t i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  W e  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t s  a n o t h e r  
w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g r o w  i n  
t h e i r  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  
b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  i n  
t h i s  y e a r ' s  Y o u n g  W r i t e r s  C o n f e r e n c e :  
M e g a n  M a h a n  M a t t h e w  M c G u i r e  
K r i s t y  R e i m e r  A n g e l a  T h u l s t r u p  
N o e l l e  H a m e r  K e l l i  F r y e  
A s h l e y  A t h e r t o n  J o e  R i e h l e  
J a s o n  K r u e g e r  K a t i e  B a u m g a r d n e r  
S e H e e  F o s s  S t u a r t  C l a u s e n  
A m y  B o w l i n  A m y  D o w  
K e e l y  M o o n  M i c h a e l  K o c h  
J e s s i c a  G a l e h o u s e  M y n d i  E g g e r s  
~ J e r e m y  I n t e m a n n  B r a n d o n  S e a r s  f t  
~~ PLS School Lunch Menus ,~ 
~"' MARCH ,~ 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
March 1 March2 
Pizza Slice Hot Ham n Cheese 
Vegetable Sticks Sandwich 
Fresh Fruit Potato Wedge 
Fruit Cocktail 
MarchS March 6 March 7 March 8 March 9 
Toasted Cheese Baked Chicken Hamburger Spaghetti Chili 
Sandwich Mashed Potatoes Tator Tots Garlic Toast Dinner Roll 
Chicken Noodle Souf Green Beans Orange Half Lettuce Salad Banana 
Apple Peaches Pineapple Chunks Pudding 
-
March 12 March 13 March 14 March 15 March 16 
Chili Dog or Taco Salad Tenderloin Sandwich Baked Potato/ Chicken Sandwich 
Hot Dog Cinnamon Roll Corn Choice of Topping Pattie 
French Fries Peaches Apple Salad Peanut Butter Raw Vegetable Salad 
Fresh Fruit or Lettuce Salad Sandwich or Carrot Sticks 
Cookie Fruit Cocktail Applesauce 
Frosted Graham 
)la ,\4 ~ Jf<, )14 tSi~'1f 8, "eai ,$ ~ ~ 'It~ 
I March 26 March 27 March 28 March 29 March 30 
Pizza Sub Sandwich Lasagna BBQ'dPork Beef & Bean Hoagie Sandwich 
Vegetable Sticks or Garlic Bread Sandwich Burrito w/Lettuce & Tomato 
Coleslaw Lettuce Salad Dill Pickle Applesauce Fresh Fruit 
Fresh Fruit Diced Peaches Baked Beans Peanut Butter Bar Brownie 
Cherry Bar 
Elementary Student 
Council Update 
The Elementary Student Council has worked 
on a number of projects this year. One recent 
highlight was the "We Are The World" assembly 
which was held in December to celebrate a spirit 
of unity in a multi.cultural world and to recognize 
the contributions which Sophia Mahoe, graduate 
students from South Africa, made to the programs 
of the Laboratory School during the year we were 
privileged to have her with us. 
At the meeting on January 23, 1990, the ESC 
elected new officers: 
President - Adlai Griffith 
Vice-President - Mark Hays 
Secretary - Jessica Galehouse 
Messengers - Keely Moon and Kelli Frye 
One of the next jobs of the ESC was to develop 
a plan for celebrating Black History Month. It was 
decided that the 15 members of the council would 
identify 15 important black Americans and de-
velop a profile of each which would be shared by 
the ESC member in the classrooms during the 
weeks of February 26, March 5 and March 12. 
Other anticipated activities for the year in-
clude helping with preparations for the PTP Car-
nival on April 5, 1990 and development of the 
playground ft 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Parent/teacher conferences will be held on 
Monday,April2, 1990from8:00a.m. to5:00p.m. 
and on Wednesday, April 4, 1990 from 12:00 
noon to 8:00 p.m. You will be contacted in the 
near future regarding the date and time for your 
child's conference,t 
Johnna Kincaid Joins Faculty 
Kim Miller, elementary resource teacher, will 
be on maternity leave for the remainder of the 
school year. Johnna Kincaid will be teaching in 
Kim's absence. Johnna is originally from Prince-
ton, Illinois and has her undergraduate degree in 
elementary education and special education from 
Western Illinois University in Macombe, Illinois, 
For the past year, Johnna has been a graduate 
student in special education at the University of 
Northern Iowa where she was working on her 
learning disability and multi-categorical special 
education endorsements. She comes to us with 
two years previous experience in an elementary 
resource program in the Knoxville Public Schools. 
Johnna lives in Waterloo with her husband 
' Kyle, and their dog, Corona. Kyle is also a UNI 
student in elementary education. In their spare 
time they enjoy fishing and volleyball. Welcome 
to the Laboratory School Johnna! • 
Student Behavior at Athletic Events 
We encourage elementary children to attend 
sporting events of Northern University High 
School. However, we have asked children to 
participate as spectators at these events and dem-
onstrate good sportsmanship. We ask for your 
assistance in encouraging your child to attend 
these events and stay seated in the bleachers during 
playing time. Your support in this matter is appre-
ciatedJle 
M a l c o l m  P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h e r n  I o w a  
C e d a r  F a l l s ,  I o w a  5 0 6 1 4  
